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And now a word

What the Prez Sezs

by Larry Davidson

If you don't mind me asking, what'd
you give for it?" That's the common
response when talking to someone
who walks up and starts asking about
which ever wagon I'm driving at
the moment when | admit that |
bought it on EBay.

| mean, how do you answer that?
See, the problem is, | wasn't raised to
ask that question so, therefore, | don't
know how to respond. | was taught that
such things weren't any of my busi-
ness. The answer to that question was
between the seller and the buyer and
nobody else. But, some people will ask
that question. | don't know whether
they're asking because they're doing a
market analysis of the collectible car
hobby or just seeing if the numbers
they've see floating around from watch-
ing the Barrett-Jackson auctions match
what's going on in the real world.
Maybe they've participated in Barrett-
Jackson's fantasy bidding and want to
see just how close they think the car is
worth. Or, maybe they're just curious to
see if such a car would fit into their
budget.

Usually, when asked that question,
I'd stumble and hem haw around until |
saw an opening that allowed me
to change the subject. That hesitation
might come from having to admit just
how much | overpaid for the car (even
though | was happy with the price and
that's all that matters). Oh, sure, | could
throw some ridiculous low figure out
there to make him think | stole it practi-
cally but that would make me lie about
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it and it's not worth it. But | was proud
of myself with how | answered the last
time that | was asked how much | paid
for the car. | simply stated that | can't let
that number get out because word
might eventually get around to a poten-
tial buyer when it comes time for me to
sell the car. That shut him up and | was
able to walk away with both my dignity
and my secret

All of this reminds me of a similar
incident that | witnessed at the Street
Rod Nationals the last time that it was
held in Oklahoma City. | overheard a
teenage boy ask the owner of a car just
how much he had spent on it. | love the
owner's reply, "Son, these things are a
lot like a woman. If you kept up with
what you spent on one, you wouldn't
have one."

How do you respond?
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